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INTRODUCTION

AND BACKGROUND
Founded in 1990, the Irish Traveller Movement (ITM) is a national membership platform
representing Travellers and Traveller organisations across Ireland.  One of our core
principles is to challenge the racism that Travellers face in Ireland, thereby promoting
integration and equality within Irish society.
 
The Irish Traveller Movement works collectively to represent the views of Travellers and
Traveller organisations nationally and internationally. We develop policies, actions and
innovative programmes to bring about change for Travellers in Ireland. We work on
challenging the inequalities faced by Travellers by promoting Traveller participation and
leadership in local and national settings, by developing and sharing best practice,
developing evidence-based research to inform our work and building strategic alliances
with all who are committed to a fairer Irish Society 

 Our Vision

“An Ireland where Travellers are proud of their identity and with their ethnicity

recognised can achieve their fullest potential to play an active role in Irish society”

Core Values

1. We will make Travellers’ rights visible as part of broader equality and human rights

struggles in Ireland and ensuring Travellers are active in showing solidarity with other groups

experiencing marginalisation.

2. We will ensure the active participation of Travellers in all aspects of the work of ITM as a

Traveller-led organisation. 

3. We commit to develop new innovative models to achieve change.

4.We will promote equality within the community by recognising and celebrating existing

Traveller diversity through a commitment to creating specific spaces to meet the needs of

LGBT Travellers, Traveller women, Traveller men, young Travellers, and Travellers experiencing

all other forms of diversity. 
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CHAIRPERSON'S STATEMENT
The Irish Traveller Movement has sought to
make the State's formal recognition of
Traveller Ethnicity in 2017 meaningful for our
community by looking to address the core
underlying issues through national Traveller
policy. It is not acceptable that today, our
community experiences the highest level of
racism and exclusion. Travellers remain one of
the most marginalised, and ostracised groups
within Irish society. Travellers are living in
horrendous conditions, and our community find
themselves through no fault of their own,
leaving school early, facing unemployment and
have life opportunities reduced significantly.
We must take bold steps to strengthen our
movement, led by the community. 
 Strengthening our movement is a priority for
us going forward alongside our member
groups.
 
Our vision is a place where our community can
strive and play an active role in shaping the
type of society that we all want to live in. The
Irish Traveller Movement has made gains
throughout the year and have positioned
ourselves to progress issues impacting on our
community.

 

 

 

I want to acknowledge the work of our
dedicated staff team and Central Group for
their continued commitment to the
organisation. I'd also like to thank our
members for their involvement in all our
structures and debates. In 2018 we welcomed
Sam Blanckensee as Membership Officer and
Timothy j Hogan as Accommodation Officer,
covering  for Rosemarie Maughan. 
 
Finally on behalf of all the Irish Traveller
Movement  thanks to everyone for their
continued support. 
 

 

MAUREEN WARD
Irish Traveller Movement, Chairperson
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DIRECTOR'S

OVERVIEW
In 2018, the Irish Traveller Movement has
advocated for Traveller rights nationally raising
awareness of the many issues affecting
Travellers in Ireland. We launched the
TravellerHomesMatter campaign at last year's
Annual General Meeting and Conference in
Galway and will lead-out on this new campaign. 
 
This year we also saw the establishment of the
expert group reviewing the
Traveller Accommodation Act 1998. 
 
We have  made political gains with the
establishment of the Traveller Oireachtas Group,
for which we act as the secretariat as well as
challenging the practice of reduced-timetables
for Traveller children. We hope that our work
through this group and elsewhere will further
advance national Traveller legislation and
policy.

 

In October 2018, the Presidential
Election brought with it anti-Traveller rhetoric,
bringing racism experienced by Travellers to the
forefront nationally. We must all do everything in
our powers to stop the flames that ignite hatred
in Ireland and further afield. We cannot allow
racism to govern, we cannot allow racism to
flourish in the corridors of power and we must at
all costs work towards building a more inclusive
fair and just society for all. l want to thank
everyone who supported our cause and stood
with us.
 
The Irish Traveller Movement continues to
seek solutions and innovative ways to address
the many issues and challenges that our
community face through our work in national
policy and political advocacy, on
accommodation and with our membership. We
are a resilient movement and are passionate
with self-belief. Our determination is a
testament to everyone involved.

BERNARD JOYCE
Irish Traveller Movement,
Director



ACCOMMODATION

The poor standard of Traveller accommodation has and continues to be at crisis point. This
has a detrimental effect on mental and physical health, employability, capacity to avail of
educational opportunities and impacts on Travellers’ ability to play a full and equal role in
society. For the first time in 2018 we put together a comprehensive national policy position
that sought to address the Traveller Accommodation crisis in Ireland. 
 
Despite the Traveller Accommodation Act 1998, Traveller families in need of accommodation
in the Republic (yr.2000) have more than doubled. There are today five times the number
sharing - 4,460 people in overcrowded halting sites and substandard housing. Increased
homelessness (517 Travellers) is additional to those living in inadequate and overcrowded
shared accommodation and equates to 11 times the general population. There has been an
overall underspend of €60 million. Traveller accommodation has worsened. Through
consultation with our members we launched the Travellerhomesmatter Campaign at our
AGM and Conference 2018.  

 

Overall Strategic Goal “Culturally appropriate

accommodation provided, with families living in

resourced accommodation of their choice, including

nomadic provision.”
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Over the course of 2018, ITM consulted with
our members regarding the work of NTACC’s
throughout the year and presented our
position on Traveller Accommodation within
the National Traveller Accommodation
Consultative Committee (NTACC). 

ITM supported regional cluster meetings
throughout 2018 and worked with LTACC
representatives (and Local Travellers
organisations in the absence of LTACCs)
meeting to support the representatives to
engage within the LTACCs and with the
councils.

ITM encouraged and supported ITM members
within each region to participate within the
NTACC cluster meetings, and from
attendance, the need for this was very
evident in some areas. 

ITM has supported the review process of
Traveller review of the Traveller
Accommodation Act 1998. 

ITM co-ordinated preparation meetings of
National Traveller Representatives before
each NTACC meeting.

1

2

3

4

5

ITM consulted with ITM members
in the review of Traveller Accommodation
Act, engaged within the consultation
meetings.

6

 
We coordinated and resourced the ITM
National Accommodation Working Group.

8

IWe have supported position papers on the
caravan loan grant scheme, working with
National Traveller MABS  and advised the
NTACC on the establishment of a sub-group
to bring forth further suggestions and
recommendations on the caravan loan grant
scheme to the NTACC, this remains an
outstanding issue.

9

We have worked with other housing and
homeless bodies in exploring issues impacting
on Traveller's accommodation and have
engaged with the National Homeless and
Housing Coalition, Raise The Roof, and other
housing action groups to highlight the
national accommodation crisis for Travellers.   

10



MEMBERSHIP

We supported membership involvement in the 2018 Traveller Pride Awards and with the
Traveller Ethnicity Celebration on the 15th of March.
 
The Irish Traveller Movement AGM held in Galway in September marks
the launch of the Traveller Homes Matter Campaign and was successful. There
was a panel on creating a grassroots-led Housing Action Campaign with input
from TJ Hogan, The Irish Traveller Movement Accommodation and Policy Officer; Niamh
Randall, The Simon Community; Catherine Joyce, Blanchardstown Traveller Movement and
Minnie Connors, Wexford Travellers. Minister Damien English addressed the conference and
committed to changes in the area of Traveller Accommodation.
 
We supported ITM Members in collective spaces, allowing them to feed into our work in
Accommodation, the Yellow Flag and the Traveller Oireachtas Group, and consultation
toward inclusion of Traveller culture and history in the curriculum among others.
 
We updated the look and feel of our newsletter and social media in 2018, helping
us to engage more effectively with the membership.

Overall Strategic Goal : : “A stronger, Traveller-led

movement that has a greater sense of a working as a

national collective, developing and sharing best

practice to bring about equality for Travellers ”
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We had successfully recruited in July
2018 for a Membership Officer. 
Over the year we have built a strong
relationship with The Irish Traveller
Movement members towards
progressing 2019 objectives in
leadership training, a youth leadership
strategy, the The Irish Traveller
Movement Community Charter and
Traveller Engagement in the
Movement for 2019.



YELLOW FLAG PROGRAMME
The Yellow Flag team continued to work with schools participating in the programme in Kerry,
Dublin, Louth, Wicklow and Clare (eleven primary and ten post-primary).  More than 100 vibrant
entries were received from schools around the country to the Yellow Flag Art Competition and
Dublin-based Brazilian artist Debra Ando judged the ultimate prizewinners.  By the start of June,
thirteen schools had been evaluated for the Yellow Flag,.
 
Over the summer, we developed a new handbook, Yellow Flag Folder for schools and a brand new
website had been produced. These resources provide all the necessary guidance and information
to students, teachers, school management and parents of Yellow Flag schools to support them
through their eight steps. 
 
Nine new schools from Cork, Dublin and Waterford, joined the Yellow Flag in September. This was
only possible with the support of the  Dublin City, Fingal, Dún Laoghaire/Rathdown, Cork City and
Waterford City county councils, North & East Kerry Development and South Kerry Development
Partnerships.
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experienced trainers from the Traveller Community and other minority ethnic communities at a
training-for-trainers workshop based on the Yellow Flag’s equality and diversity training model.
Seventeen participants attended this intensive 2-day workshop in Dublin, facilitated by Amel
Yacef and were awarded a certificate of completion.
 
In November, we held our annual Yellow Flag Intercultural Schools Awards Ceremony with fifteen
schools eligible to be presented with their Yellow Flag. Minister Katherine Zappone officiated at a
beautiful ceremony, MC’d by TV broadcaster Diana Bunici and the schools gave fantastic
performances and summaries of highlights of their Yellow Flag journeys. These awards bring to 67
the total number of schools flying yellow flags across twelve counties in Ireland.  The Yellow Flag
Programme has reached approximately 34,000 primary and secondary students and over 2,600
teachers around the country.

A grant from the Irish Human Rights & Equality
Commission enabled Yellow Flag to conduct a project to
expand our panel of trainers.  Through this project,
Yellow Flag invited ITM members to four regional
meetings to provide information about and invite the
participation of 

The Yellow Flag is grateful for the support it
receives from the Yellow Flag Steering Group,
which meets four times and year, as well as the
hands-on participation of its members in the
evaluation of schools and with the organisation
of the Yellow Flag Intercultural Schools Awards
ceremonies. The Yellow Flag Steering Group
and other members of The Irish Traveller
Movement staff team contribute enormously to
the work of the two part-time members of the
Yellow Flag staff team – Programme Co-
ordinator and Development Worker.



POLITICAL LOBBYING AND

ADVOCACY
The Irish Traveller Movement supports the newly established cross-party Traveller Oireachtas Group
to advance legislation and the inclusion of Travellers in the political and decision-making domain.
Officially launched in July 2018, the Irish Traveller Movement currently acts as Secretariat. The key
focus areas supported  are mental health, education, housing and accommodation and
employment. 
In addition, we supported a Private Member’s Bill (Senator Colette Kelleher) which involved ITM
lobbying for the inclusion of Traveller History and Culture in the national educational curriculum.
We have presented to Joint Oireachtas Housing Committee on Traveller Accommodation and have
lobbied successfully, through Senator Colette Kelleher, for recommendations in the Final Report on
the Future of Mental Health. Our three recommendations were included in the report.  
Later in the year, we met with the Ceann Comhairle and called for Traveller political
representation, a rapporteur across the Houses, an internship programme within the Oireachtas
and the establishment of a formalised Joint Oireachtas Committee to address matters affecting
Travellers lives. 
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Greater leverage and impact on issues among TD and Senators and greater visibility of Travellers in
the Dáil, Seanad and at their Committees
Visible political communications strategy developed for Traveller accommodation, key Oireachtas
members supporting aims and advocating with the Minister for Housing at the Joint Oireachtas
Housing Committee
Developed legal and expert support on Part 8 and gained political support among Oireachtas
members to support a change in the delivery of a Traveller accommodation model and momentum
on Review of Traveller Accommodation Act.
Secured Commencement Orders, Parliamentary Questions in Dáil and Seanad debates on
accommodation, health, education, findings of National Traveller Survey, ethnicity and Traveller
inclusion, under the upcoming review of Seanad Public Consultation Committee.
Negotiation and support for review of Traveller Accommodation Act 
Secured Traveller employment in the Seanad for 2018

 

Political Advocacy and Campaigning



COMMUNICATIONS 

The Irish Traveller Movement’s visibility on national Traveller-related matters featured strongly in
2018. This culminated towards the end of the year in the management of anti-Traveller narrative
expressed during the Presidential campaign. The proactive media strategy across radio, TV,
national and regional media provided an opportunity to respond to the ongoing crisis in Traveller
accommodation and bring attention to national campaigns including Traveller Homes Matter
campaign, launched at the AGM in Sept 2018. This year also presented an opportunity to advocate
further with the Press Council and seek improvements in reporting and followed the concerns
brought again to the Framework Convention on National Minorities (FCNM) to coincide with
FCNM’s visit (June 2018).
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Media and Event management

Traveller ethnicity celebration 
Housing and Accommodation crisis heavily driven throughout 2018 in all media featuring
housing campaigns, Oireachtas hearings and debates, European findings, evictions,
homelessness, review of Accommodation Act and launch of the Traveller Homes Matter
Campaign
Traveller Culture and History in Education Bill 2018
Launch of Traveller Oireachtas Group
RTÉ Travellers Guide
Yellow Flag Awards
Advocacy work on reduced timetable for Travellers 

Event Notables

Media Notables
Visibility created through news media on:·        

Accommodation matters       
Review of Accommodation Report – Department of Environment  
Traveller Pride Awards high visibility and Traveller engagement        
Yellow Flag Awards         
Facebook UNICEF mentor initiative – Traveller visibility  
Ethnicity Oireachtas report launch  
National Traveller survey     
Irish Traveller Movement supported event management structure and commissioning of agents
to deliver National Ethnicity Celebration event



MANAGEMENT OF THE IRISH

TRAVELLER MOVEMENT
The ITM’s new Central Group for 2018/2019  as elected by the membership at the AGM

comprising Travellers and Non-Travellers as follows: 

The role of the Central group is always a core element in overseeing and ensuring The Irish

Traveller Movement deliver on its aims but also in ensuring the sustainability and

development of the organisation into the future. However, throughout 2018, they and the

staffing subgroup were called upon to offer additional support during temporary changes in

Directorship. This required more meetings and oversight of the work, this was fully delivered

on, and ITM is truly appreciative of this over the last year.
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Maureen Ward (Chair), Irish Traveller Movement  

Oein De Bhairduin (Treasurer), Manager, Clondalkin Travellers Training Group;

Shane O’Curry, Director, ENAR Ireland

Joanne Corcoran, Galway Traveller Movement 

Brigid Nevin, Travact  

Stephen O’ Hare, Director, TENI, Secretary (stood down at 2018 AGM)

Brigid Quilligan, Coordinator, Kerry Traveller Project 

Chris McDonagh, Chairperson, Bray Traveller Development Group

Damien Peelo (Co-opted September 2018), Director, Treoir

Mary Connors Wexford, Individual Traveller (stood up at 2018 AGM)

Staff of the Irish Traveller
Movement (Paid and Non-Paid)

for 2018:
Bernard Joyce, Director 

Bridgie Casey, National Accommodation

Officer (seconded to CENA) 

TJ Hogan National Accommodation Officer 

Elva O’Callaghan, Yellow Flag Programme

Coordinator 

Margaret McDonagh, Development Worker 

Jacinta Brack, Communications and

Campaigns Coordinator

Sam Blanckensee, Membership

Development Officer

Noeleen Reilly, Finance Manager

Susan Shaw, Interim Director (left

January 2018)

Students on placements: 
Kathryn Truitt

Stephen Meehan



www.itmtrav.ie
4/5 Eustace Street, Dublin 2,
Ireland

info@itmtrav.ie
+353 1 6796577
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