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Introduction 
The Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act, 1998, mandates all Local Authorities to undertake five-
year Traveller Accommodation programmes to deliver culturally appropriate accommodation in all 
its forms; halting sites, group housing schemes, standard houses and transient accommodation in 
the Republic of Ireland to Travellers.   
 
Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committees are a mandatory requirement in each local 
authority area to advise on the provision and management of accommodation for Travellers. 
 
A national advisory committee monitors Traveller accommodation provision under the auspices 
of the Minister for Housing, the National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee 
(NTACC). The Irish Traveller Movement is one of three national organisations represented on 
NTACC along with the National Traveller Women’s Forum and Pavee Point. 

Context - National legislation and Traveller Accommodation Policy 

National and local Traveller representative organisations have campaigned over many years and 
under successive Governments and Ministers for action on the ongoing crisis in the provision of 
Traveller accommodation, which has led to increasing homelessness and where many Travellers live 
in unsafe chronic conditions.  
 
European, UN and domestic human rights bodies, including the Committee on Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination, the European Commission Against Racism and Intolerance, the Committee to the 
European Social Charter and the Council of Europe Committee on Social Rights have all called for the 
Irish State to redress the crisis. 
 
Two Government commissioned reports, the Review of Funding for Traveller-Specific 
Accommodation and the Implementation of Traveller Accommodation Programmes 2017, and the 
Traveller Accommodation Expert Review 2019 both underlined and validated concerns raised. Both 
concluded widespread delivery failings nationally exacerbated by lack of local authority governance 
and oversight.   The Irish Traveller Movement comprehensively support the findings of the Expert 
Group and endorse the report of the Housing Agency (2017).  
 
The Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission undertook an equality review of local authority 
provision to Travellers which is due for publication in 2020. 

Traveller Accommodation Expert Review Conclusions  
Conclusions of the Expert Group reflect that despite legislative provisions ‘(local authorities) failed to 
meet the full scale of accommodation need among the community, ‘evidenced by the extremely high 
rate of Traveller homelessness, the increase in numbers of Traveller households sharing 
accommodation and living in overcrowded conditions, and the uneven record of delivery of Traveller-
specific accommodation among local authorities and ‘also by approved housing bodies’. 
 
The report as referred, examined the shortcomings in the formulation and implementation of 
Traveller Accommodation Programmes (TAPs) and based its’ examination on the  

 Lack of a strong evidence-base  

 The disconnect between the TAP formulation and implementation timetable and 
Development Plan timing 

 Lack of monitoring of TAP implementation  

 Lack of sanctions where local authorities do not meet targets (see Section 5.2.2) 
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It made 8 recommendations to Delivery Reflecting Need and a further 6 specific to the Governance 
of delivery of Traveller Accommodation.  
 
What the Expert Group recommended  
 
1.   The NTACC's role is purely advisory, a need now for active and ongoing monitoring of the 
planning and provision of Traveller accommodation and intervention when these functions are not 
being adequately performed.   The functions of the NTACC should be revised and strengthened to 
enable it to address this governance deficit. 
  
2.   The NTACC should be retitled: The National Traveller Accommodation Authority (NTAA) and 
requires the recruitment of a team of appropriate support staff, including research, planning and 
design professionals.   Adequate levels of funding should be provided by the DHPLG for this purpose. 
  
3.   Establish it as an agency of the DHPLG with the power to employ its own staff, or to task one of 
the Department’s existing agencies with providing the required staffing support. Like the Regulation 
Office for Approved Housing Bodies, which is housed within the Housing Agency but has its own 
board. 
 
Those recommendation were supplemented by a recommendation of the framework design to 
establish a National Traveller Accommodation Authority NTAA. (These are included at the end of this 
audit – Appendix 1 ) 
  
Current Status 
While the timetable to deliver the 32 recommendations of the Expert Review of Traveller is unclear a 
framework has been initiated by the Department of Housing Planning and Local Government and a 
body of work committed to under the previous Minister with Responsibility Damien English, TD.  
 
The national Traveller Accommodation Programmes 2019- 2024 were adopted in December 2019. 
 

Traveller Accommodation Programmes TAPs 2019- 2024 
The Irish Traveller Movement conducted this national audit to assess the current Programmes in 
relation to;  

• The methodology used in determining Traveller population statistics 
• Delivery accomplishment of the previous Traveller Accommodation Programmes 2014-2018 
• The national assessment of Traveller needs over the lifetime of the programmes 
• The plan to deliver as determined by current and future need 
• Overview of the Plan 2019-2024 in unit terms and types  
 

Summary findings audit of TAPs 2019 -2024 
 
➔ Assessment of Traveller Needs  
o Programmes lacked a standardised approach as a basis for data presentation and at 

individual council level an incoherent methodology to assess  
• Traveller population statistics,  
• Traveller need in some cases, 
• Determining that need vis a vis planning for growth. 

o Most programmes did not outline target indicators corresponding with targets unmet in 
previous plans.  



4 
Review of National Traveller Accommodation Programmes 2019-2014 

 
➔ Planning for Need  
o No or limited rationale for determining projected need and growth planning approach not 

used – likely leading to under planning.  
o One third of families identified in the 30 LAs who supplied information on Traveller families 

are currently in need of accommodation.  
o 47% of Traveller families in Munster currently in need (This figure does include Cork City- not 

supplied) 
 

➔ Targets set to supply  2019-2024  
▪ The combined targets of 29 TAPs* (available figures) conclude that 3,060 units would be 

supplied across the 5-year programme, through the following  
o 54% Standard Social Housing, Private Rented, HAP/RAS, ASHB 
o 15% Traveller Specific 
o 10% Refurbishment  
o 19% Unspecified  
o 1% Other 
Supply Per Region TAP Targets 2019-2024  

o Dublin    22% 
o Rest of Leinster   32% 
o Munster    21% 
o Connaught / Ulster   25% 

 
➔ Planning – For current and Future need 

Current Need: (Information supplied by 30 Local authorities) 
o 22 authorities plan to deliver targets for families currently in need 
o 8 Councils will not meet their own set target based on current needs:  Dublin City, Louth, 

Meath, Cork County, Limerick City and County, Galway city and Monaghan. 
Projected needs; (Information supplied by 31 Local authorities) 

o 5 councils didn’t provide targets for projected needs of Traveller families in the Programme, 
Meath, Wicklow, Cork City, Roscommon and Sligo  

o Of the 26 others who planned for future growth, there is a requirement to supply for 1,400 
new family formations nationally during the Programme. 

Current Need and Projected needs combined 
o Only 13 local authorities have set corresponding targets to deliver for the current and future 

growth, and 13 Councils outline an under-delivery target (total to supply is less than the 
target they have set) Dublin City, Dun Laoghaire, South Dublin, Laois, Louth, Offaly, 
Limerick city and County, Tipperary, Cork County, Galway City, Monaghan and Roscommon 

 
➔ Provision of Transient Sites (Information on 31 local authorities) 
o There is no provision in any Programme to supply transient accommodation  
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Findings Irish Traveller Movement audit of TAPs 2019 -2024 
Data detailed further follows an examination per local authority using baseline data supplied. This 
information is contained in the TAPs published on local authority websites.  

 
Methodology and approach  
 

● Determining Community Status 
Throughout the programmes how local authorities determined the status and accommodation 
needs of Travellers, was demonstrated by many variances in methodology.   A non-standardised 
method or, in some cases a lack of rationale for the method taken, led to gaps in developing a 
coherent national picture.   Problems regarding figures submitted by local authorities for the Annual 
Count of Traveller families have been raised and endorsed by the Department of Housing, Planning 
and Local Government and the NTACC. Concerns were raised by National Traveller groups and noted 
by the Expert Groups as these are used for establishing need and undermines the certainty to 
comprehensively plan and future proof need through the current Programmes.  
 
While information was not available in some TAPs, only one authority Cork City, didn’t supply 
information across all the four main themes, needs assessment, achievement of targets in last TAP, 
targets for current one and planned developments for 2019/ 2024.  
 
Note: 
Cork City were referenced in the Expert Group report noting that between 2008 and 2018 
it drew down only 46% of budget allocations while the number of Traveller households increased by 
15% in that time.  And in 2019, it drew down just €42,319 (15 percent) of its allocation. 
 

● Recording achievement of TAP Targets 2014-2018 
 
Making a credible basis of the delivery rate achieved by councils in the last TAP was not 
comprehensive, and variances in approach were significant here too. Given the concerns that there 
is an underestimation of need nationally, TAPs lack the appropriate targets in the first instance and 
therefore delivery achieved should also be considered as achieved from an underestimated need.  
Data was supplied by 29 local authorities and achievement was interpreted by councils as offers 
accepted across accommodation types, Standard LA, Halting Sites, Group Housing, HAP and RAS, 
Voluntary provisions and Refurbishments. 
 
The approach adopted by councils on delivery targets shows: 

▪ Some local authorities recorded achievement as offers made to families but not accepted.  
▪ Some enumerated achievement across previous TAPs, as an accumulated rather than TAP 

specific total.  
▪ (3) Local authorities didn’t provide information on delivery targets, Carlow, Clare and Cork 

City 
Note: 
The report of Expert Group audit found that the delivery rate of units planned in successive TAPs has 
declined and “80% and 90% of the units planned between 2000 and 2013 were delivered. 
 
 

● Assessment of Need  
Statutory requirements governing the assessment of Traveller Accommodation Need is outlined in 
the 1998 Act under 1998 Section 10(a) and states “ include the most recent assessment made by that 
relevant housing authority under section 6 and any particulars concerning the accommodation needs 
of travellers in assessments made under section 9 of the Act of 1988.”   

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1998/en/act/pub/0033/sec0006.html#sec6
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1988/en/act/pub/0028/sec0009.html#sec9
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The Expert Group found “There are three aspects of ensuring that supply and delivery of 
accommodation reflects the needs of Travellers which the Expert Group agreed are of particular 
concern. These are the current methods of assessing Travellers’ accommodation needs, supporting 
Travellers living in the private rented sector and the allocation of social housing to Travellers” 
 
A review of the Traveller Accommodation Programmes 2019-2024 found that the methodology for 
undertaking the Assessment of need varied from the use of 

⮚ The last Annual Count  
⮚ Desktop exercise  
⮚ Did not identify the process of engagement  

 
The approach adopted by councils to establish need finds;  

▪ (5) Local Authorities did not provide details for future need (Meath, Wicklow, Cork City, 
Roscommon and Sligo.) 

▪ (2) did not supply a delivery target (Cork City and Monaghan)   
▪ (4) didn’t give a rationale for their figures (Fingal, Cork County, Tipperary and Cavan) 

 
Reviewing information supplied in other sections of the TAPs, 9,976 families were recorded across 
28 Local Authorities. (Kerry, Cork City and Longford County did not supply information)  
 
Note: 
Longford: The report of the Expert Group found Longford recorded the greatest increase, in 
percentage terms, (39.3%), of Travellers between the last two Census 2011, 2016 and had a 
particularly low funding drawdown of 20% or less between 2008 – 2018.  It didn’t draw down any 
funding in 2019. 
 
Kerry County Council  
Concerns have been indicated to Kerry County Council in recent years regarding the considerable 
inconsistencies reported in their Annual Count.  Further clarification was sought for this audit on the 
discrepancies below but were not available. 
   
Kerry County Council 

Accommodation Type 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Families Sharing Housing  23 155 112 112 5 

Families in Own resources 22 000 62 68 00 

Private Rented  121 13 73 73 62 

 
Homelessness  
There is an urgent need to redress homelessness which has resulted from Travellers’ arbitrary and 
often discriminatory access to private rental accommodation and inadequacies of social housing 
availability, which has had a disproportionate impact.  The need to expedite and redress 
homelessness for Travellers featured in the recommendations of the Expert Report. 
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Also, official homeless data is produced by local authorities through the Pathway Accommodation & 
Support System (PASS). However, Travellers are not enumerated in PASS or included via an 
ethnic identifier on Housing Application Forms. Therefore, Traveller homelessness nationally has not 
been captured. 

The TAP assessment of need may have been an opportunity to determine the number of homeless 
families within those territories. The Programmes show some local authorities provide data for 
those in Emergency or homeless accommodation. However 12 record no data most referring to 
homeless services as the service of duty. No figures were available from Fingal, Kilkenny, Laois, 
Longford, Meath, Westmeath, Wexford, Kerry, Limerick city and County, Cavan, Leitrim and 
Monaghan. 
 
Note: 
Kerry County Council recorded in June 2019 that Traveller families accounted for 23% of homeless 
families in Kerry.  However, in the TAP, homeless families are not factored into the assessment of 
need. 
 

Assessment of Need  

Estimating current accommodation status (Information from 28 local authorities) 

The baseline total supplied and used for this analysis is: 9,976 families recorded across 28 Local 
Authorities. See Table 1 and 2 (The 2018 annual count reported a total figure of 11,020 families) 

As referenced earlier  

 (5) Authorities supplied total numbers only for population, rather than a breakdown of 
where Traveller families were resident.  

 (3) Authorities did not supply figures: Kerry, Cork City and Longford County 

Where information was available (28) it finds Traveller Families currently resident according to 
assessment TAP 2019 -2024 
Table 1  
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Table 2 (From 28 local authorities) 

Supply by Accommodation 
Type  

Number of units  

Standard Social Housing  
Private Rented 
HAP/RAS  
ASHB   

3,288 
   993 
   608 
   378 

Halting Site Bay    567 

Group Housing    735 

Own Resources    662 

Sharing Accommodation    650 

Temporary / Emergency / 
Homeless 

  224 

Roadside / Unauthorised   453 

Other  1,418 

Total  9,976  

 

Achievement by targets in the previous Programme 2014-2018 
 
The 2019 Expert Report noted a delivery target nationally of 3,056 units / families to be supplied 
through the 2014-2018 Programme. (See Table 3 & chart 4) 
 
The attempt in this audit of the TAP 2019 -2024 was to assess by each Local authority’s own 
recording, the number of units delivered during the last TAP 2014- 2018.  
 
No information was provided by some authorities or not soundly based and therefore it was not 
possible to establish the exact number of units delivered by the end of the TAP nationally. It was 
possible extract that 2,759 units were delivered across 28 city or county councils. * Achievement of 
targets was interpreted as offers accepted across accommodation types, Standard LA, Halting Sites, 
Group Housing, HAP/ Ras, Voluntary provision and Refurbishments. 
 
Achievement of targets - comparisons with first and last TAPS 

• 2000-2004  1,674 units  80-90% of target   
• 2014-2018  3,056 units  2, 759 units delivered 90% of target (of 28 local authorities 

who supplied)  
* Figures for Cork City, Clare and Carlow not supplied 
 
Achievement of targets per region  

 Dublin    544  units 
 Leinster   926 units 
 Munster   344 units 
 Connacht / Ulster  945 units 
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Table 3: Achievement by target type TAP 2014-2018 (28 city or county councils) 

Accommodation Type   

Standard Local Authority  1,176 

(HAP/RAS, AHB)   579 

Traveller Specific (Halting Site Bay 

and Group Housing)  

288 

Approved Housing Bodies 116 

Refurbishment   105 

Other   24 

Unspecified in the TAP  471 

Total  2,759  
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Planning for current and future need 

As referenced earlier, the methodology for undertaking the Assessment of need varied throughout 
local authorities. A review of the Traveller Accommodation Programmes 2019-2024 found limited 
rationales for determining projected need and growth planning approach not standardised. One 
third of the 2,871 family recorded across (30) * TAPs are currently need of accommodation 
 
Per region in need: (Information from 30 Local authorities) 

 Leinster   24% 
 Dublin    35% 
 Munster   47%* 
 Connaught  27% 

* Cork City didn’t outline current need  
 
Current Need:   

o 22 authorities plan to deliver targets for families currently in need 
o 8 Councils will not meet their own set target based on current need in the Programme, 

Dublin City, Louth, Meath, Cork County, Limerick City and County, Galway city, 
Roscommon and Monaghan. 

 
Future need  
26 TAPs supplied targets to deliver for the “projected need” of families totalling a requirement of 
1,400 new family formations nationally. 
 

Table 4: Achievement per units delivered TAP 2014-2018 per region 

Dublin 
Leinster Munster Connacht/Ulster 

Dublin City 182 
Carlow County 0 Clare County 0 Cavan County 45 

Dun 
Laoghaire-
Rathdown 
County 43 

Kildare County 71 Cork City 0  Donegal County 70  

Fingal County 175 

Kilkenny County 119 Cork County 59 Galway City 194 

South Dublin 
County 144 

Laois County 48 Kerry County 89 Galway County 262 

  

Longford County 105 Limerick City and 
County 

71 Leitrim County 54 

  
Louth County 85 Tipperary County 88 Mayo County 124 

  

Meath County 238 Waterford City and 
County 

37 Monaghan County 57 

  

Offaly County 98     Roscommon 
County 

72 

  

Westmeath County 40     Sligo County 67 

  

Wexford County 90         

  

Wicklow County 32         

Total 544   926   344   945 
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The 5 councils who didn’t provide targets for projected needs in their Programmes include, Meath, 
Wicklow, Cork City, Roscommon and Sligo  
 
Combined measurement of overall target to supply based on current and future needs: 

o Only 13 local authorities have set corresponding targets to deliver for current and future 
growth and 13 Councils outline an under-delivery target (total to supply is less than the 
target they have set for current and future) Dublin City, Dun Laoghaire, South Dublin, Laois, 
Louth, Offaly, Limerick city and County, Tipperary, Cork County, Galway City, Monaghan 
and Roscommon 

 

Councils who will not meet their own set target based on current need TAP 2019-2024 

Local 
Authority  

Number of 
families 
currently in 
need 

Target to 
supply 
over the 
TAP  

Status of impermanent 
accommodation locally  

Budget 2019  

Dublin City  293 158 116 families in unauthorised sites 
and 104 temporary emergency  

Allocation of € 1,628,695 
spent € 895,197 

Meath  130 92 24 families in unauthorised sites 76 
sharing accommodation * 

Allocation of €75,000 spent 
€ 91,790 

Cork County  132 68 33 sharing accommodation, 13 
temporary emergency and 12 in 
unauthorised sites* 

Allocation of €258,390 
spent € 184,745 

Limerick City 
and County  

159 105 No breakdown of figures available  Allocation of € 1,015,179 
spent € 1,424,782 

Louth 125 76 18 families in temporary / 
emergency and 25 sharing 
accommodation. *  

Allocation of €132,531 – 
spent €341,863 

Monaghan 47 0 Lack of clarity of figures available Allocation of €100,00 spent 
€00 

Roscommon  58 38 1 family in temporary / emergency 
and 7 in unauthorised sites* 

Allocation of €253,084 
spent € 73,843 

Galway City  265 242 13 families in temporary / 
emergency, 67 sharing 
accommodation and 12 in 
unauthorised sites* 

Allocation of €000 in 2019 – 
spent €00 

*This figure does not take account of homeless Travellers  

Future Planning Family Formations and Young Married Couples  
Approximately 60% of Travellers are under 25. Nationally 5.8 per cent of 15-29-year olds are married 
compared with (31.9%) of Travellers. (Census 2016). Many TAPs acknowledge this, but it is not 
catered for in projected targets. 
 
The 2017 Government Review found “There is little or no provision for growth in the number of 
families i.e. plans include the current number of Travellers, but this is insufficient due to backlogs 
from previous plans and the natural growth in family numbers.” (1) 
 
In determining growth current TAPs use: 

⮚ a 10% growth rate, for example Offaly  
⮚ count the number of people who turn 18 during the TAP and divide that figure in half.  
⮚ predict growth based on growth during previous programme.  
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Overview of Targets to supply 2019-2024  
The combined targets of 29 TAPs* (available figures) conclude that 3,060 units would be supplied 
across the 5-year programme, through the following  

o 54% Standard Social Housing, Private Rented, HAP/RAS, ASHB 
o 15% Traveller Specific 
o 10% Refurbishment  
o 19% Unspecified  
o 1% Other 

 
Assessment of Target to Supply by Type  

There is some inference by Local Authorities in recent years that demand for Traveller Specific 
Accommodation is dropping, however numbers identified in the needs assessments of the current 
TAP suggest otherwise.  

There is a clear proportion of Travellers who opt for social and standard housing provision. Many 
having reduced their expectation of living in Traveller specific accommodation, having been advised 
by their local authority that option is not a realistic choice based on the length of time to build and 
lack of available land.  Also without visibility of Traveller specific accommodation, for example Group 
Housing Schemes in an area, this reduces both the expectation and the ask of the applicant.  

Determining Traveller need via the Social Housing Needs Assessment was found to be inadequate to 
the task and an overhaul of the current Housing Needs Assessment was a central short-term 
recommendation of the Expert group -section 3.3 (1 – 8)  

From 1997 -2017, the greatest provision nationally was in Standard Housing for the period, with 
3,941 families residing there in 2018. There are no group housing schemes to date in Kerry, 
Longford, Monaghan and Sligo and no Halting Site provision in Cavan. (Longford and Mayo are 
among the Local Authorities with the largest population of Travellers).  

Prof Michelle Norris of the Expert Group said “that the local authorities responsible for areas where 
the Traveller population is growing most and that have the highest proportion of funding allocated, 
are drawing down the least amount”. “We also know from the report commissioned by the Housing 
Agency that a huge proportion of the spending is on refurbishment rather than new delivery, 
particularly of Traveller-specific accommodation.” 
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Table 5: Assessment of Target to Supply by Type  per Region TAP 2019-2024 

 

Standard 

Total 

Traveller 

Specific 

 Refurb Other Unspecified Total 

 

 

 

 
Dublin Area 279 183  178 0 3 643 22% 

Rest of Leinster 478 132  35 

 

316 961 32% 

Munster 359 90 
 

31 35 107 622 21% 

Connacht/Ulster 502 48  44 0 152 746 25% 

 

Supply by Accommodation 

Type  

Number of units  

Standard Social Housing,  

Private Rented, 

HAP/RAS,  

ASHB      

1,037 

     15 

   507 

     59 

Halting Site Bay   129 

Group Housing    294 

Other Traveller specific (non 

defined) 

     30 

Refurbishment     288 

Other (non defined)    123  

Unspecified     578 

Total assessment audit  3,060 

 

 

Conclusions  
 Widespread inconsistences in approach between local authorities in both the planning, 

intention to deliver to meet current need, mode of delivery for provision with action or 
accordant attention to emergency or homeless needs, and adequate growth planning.  

 Data related to the audit of Traveller families under local authority due of care is incoherent, 
ambiguous and without oversight. 

 Underspending reported over continuous Programmes and in the year 2019, finds many of 
those councils have no plan to meet their own current targets to supply accommodation for 
families  
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 No tangible targets and plans in some local authority plan, and no target achieved versus 
output reporting.  

 Many councils have not taken account in their plans for homeless families  
 An overreliance on private rental, HAP and RAS as mode of delivery. 
 Under delivery of Traveller specific accommodation in the previous programme and small-

scale plans for the current one  
 No provision for transient sites and almost no plans for future delivery.  
 No indication of budgetary proposal for new builds and no site identification, as determined 

by the Traveller Accommodation Act 1998. 

Recommendations  
 

▪ The Irish Traveller Movement call for the progression as priority, of the new Traveller 
Accommodation Authority to be established under the terms recommended by the Expert 
Group to the Traveller Accommodation Report. 

▪ That the Authority expedites, in conjunction with the network of Traveller organisations, a 
national Traveller accommodation audit, in consultation with the community, which will 
provide a coherent and transparent analysis of the status of provision to Travellers and 
adequate assessment of need.  

▪ A safeguarded budget to take account of the additional needs of Travellers in the context 
of insecure accommodation and homelessness during the Covid pandemic. 
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Appendix 1  
 
Framework design to establish a National Traveller Accommodation Authority NTAA 
Recommendation Expert Group  

▪ Oversee and checking the annual Social Housing Needs Assessment (SHNA) process insofar 
as it relates to Travellers, data collection, processing and analysis, and providing training for 
local authorities and making recommendations as required regarding reform to the SHNA 
process. 

▪ Standardising and monitoring the Annual Estimate (Count) of Traveller families carried out 
by local authorities, ensuring the data gathered as part of this process reflects the SHNA. 

▪ Designing and commissioning the five-year national assessment of Traveller needs and 
preferences which will inform the content of TAPs 

▪ Annually, monitoring the formulation and content of the Traveller Accommodation 
Programmes produced by each local authority and their implementation, and report the 
findings of this expertise to the Minister of Housing and the Oireachtas Housing Committee 
on Housing and Homelessness. 

▪ Based on this evidence: 
o Ensuring that the content of all draft TAPs are adequate to meet the Traveller 

accommodation needs identified, and that the content of the TAP is adequately 
reflected in the housing strategy part of the local Independent Expert Review 
Traveller Accommodation July 2019 

o Xiii authority Development Plans.  
▪ Where gaps are identified, the TAPs and Development Plans should be referred to local 

authorities and, if necessary, to the Office of the Planning Regulator. 
▪ Ensuring that the implementation of TAPs is adequate, and where it is not, refer to local 

authorities and, if necessary, to the Office of the Planning Regulator and the Minister for 
Housing. 

▪ Commissioning and carrying out research on issues related to Traveller accommodation, as 
required, to inform policy formulation by the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 
Government. 

 
 


